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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 3628 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1,4 
TAGS: PEPR, IZ, SY, SA 

SUBJ: SYRIAN JITTERS OVER IRAQ'S POLICY 

1 . SUMMARY: SYRIANS ARE WORRIED IRAQ MAY BE ENGAGED 
IN FUNDAMENTAL REORIENTATION OF POLICY AWAY FROM SOVIETS 
AND TOWARD THE GULF. SPECTRE OF HOSTILE IRAQ FREED OF 
SOVIET CONSTRAINTS AND ALLIED TO IRAN AND SAUDI ARABIA 
GIVES SYRIANS NIGHTMARES. THUS FAR, IT LOOKS LIKE SYRIANS 
ARE LEAPING TO UNWARRANTED CONCLUSIONS BASED ON NORMAL 
HYPER-SENSITIVITY TO ANYTHING IRAQ DOES. NEVERTHELESS, 

SYRIANS CAN BE EXPECTED TO DO WHAT THEY CAN TO UNDERMINE 
IRAQI REORIENTATION. FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW IT WOULD 
SEEM A GOOD THING TO ENCOURAGE IRAQ IF IT IS INDEED MOVING 
TOWARD THE SAUDIS AND AWAY FROM THE SOVIETS. END SUMMARY. 
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2. MFA HAS BEEN SURPRISED AND DISTURBED BY SUDDEN 
SWING IN IRAQI FOREIGN POLICY. IRAQI EFFORTS TO IMPROVE 
RELATIONS WITH IRAN HAVE BEEN IN THE WORKS FOR SOME 
TIME BUT SUDDEN THRUST TO IMPROVE TIES TO SAUDIS AND 
GULF STATES CAUGHT MFA OFF GUARD. 
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3. MFA DIVISION DIRECTOR JOUEJATI SAID THAT SCOPE AND 
RAMIFICATIONS OF IRAQI MOVE ARE STILL UNCLEAR. HE 
SPECULATES THAT THE COMBINATION OF EVENTS IN AFGHANISTAN 
AND DISCOVERY OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITY IN ARMED FORCES IS 
HAVING PROFOUND IMPACT ON IRAQI LEADERSHIP. UNDER THESE 
CIRCUMSTQNCES, IRAQ MAY BE EMBARKED ON FUNDAMENTAL 
REORIENTATION PLACING ITSELF SQUARELY AMONG THE GULF STATES, 
TURNING AWAY FROM MIDDLE EAST CONFRONTATION AND DISTANCING 
ITSELF FROM SOVIET UNION. 

4. JOUEJATI BELIEVES IT WILL BE DIFFICULT IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR IRAQ TO CHANGE ITS ORIENTATION WITHOUT PURGING SOME 
ELEMENTS OF THE BAATHI INFRASTRUCTURE AND WITHOUT, ULTI- 
MATELY, BREAKING WITH THE SOVIET UNION. WITHOUT SUCH 
MOVES IRAQ CANNOT SUCCEED IN DISPELLING GULF STATES MISTRUST 
OF IRAQ'S INTENTIONS. JOUEJATI CLAIMS THIS IS EXACTLY 

WHAT MFA FEARS IRAQ'S LEADERS HAVE IN MIND. 

5. WE BELIEVE MFA IS GUILTY OF DRAWING UNWARRANTED CON- 
CLUSIONS FROM RECENT IRAQI MOVES. VISION OF IRAQ ALLIED 
WITH IRAN AND SAUDI ARABIA GIVES SYRIAN PLANNERS NIGHTMARES 
SINCE IT COULD HELP IRAQ OBTAIN A MILITARY AND ECONOMIC 
STRANGLEHOLD ON SYRIA. THUS FAR, IRAQ'S COURTING OF SAUDI 
ARABIA HAS HAD NO VISIBLE BACKLASH ON SYRIA. PRESIDENTIAL 
ADVISOR DAOUDY WAS WELL RECEIVED BY THE SAUDIS ON HIS 
RECENT VISIT AND ACCORDING TO ONE REPORT CAME BACK WITH 
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A SAUDI PLEDGE OF A 500 MILLION SAUDI RIAL LINE OF CREDIT 
FOR SEVERAL PENDING PROJECTS INCLUDING COMPLETION OF THE 
DAMASCUS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT TERMINAL. 

6. NEVERTHELESS, SYRIANS SEE IRAQ AS CAPABLE OF ENDLESS 
MISCHIEF, PARTICULARLY WHERE SYRIA IS CONCERNED AND THEY 
WILL DO WHAT THEY CAN TO SOUR THE PRESUMED BUDDING RELATION- 
SHIP BETWEEN IRAQ AND SAUDI ARABIA. FONMIN KHADDAM TOLD 
JOUEJATI THAT THIS WAS THE REASON HE PUBLICLY ACCUSED 

IRAQ OF RENEGING ON ITS TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THE 
SOVIETS. KHADDAM SAID HE KNEW THE IRAQIS WOULD HAVE TO DENY 
SUCH A CLAIM AND THUS PUT OFF ANY IRREPARABLE BREACH BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES— AN APPROACH WORTHY OF KHADDAM AND THE 
LEVANT. 

7. WE BELIEVE THE SYRIAN ASSESSMENT IS GREATLY OVERDRAWN 
BASED ON HYPER-SENSITIVE TO ANY IRAQI MOVE. HOWEVER, 

INSOFAR AS IRAQ IS TOYING WITH POLITICAL REORIENTATION, 

IT SEEMS TO US WE SHOULD ENCOURAGE IT, REGARDLESS OF SYRIAN 
OPPOSITION. 

PELLETREAU 
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